Although it has been generally accepted that most species of Afrotropical snakes are relatively "specialist" in habitat features, as they inhabit forests or savannas (e.g., Hughes, 1983) , there are a few species which are characterized by wide ranges throughout several major vegetation zones. The West African night adder, Causus maculatus (Viperidae) is certainly one of such species, as it is found from the wet rainforest zones to the dry Sudanese savannas (Hughes, 1978 (Hughes, , 1983 Chippaux, 1999; Akani et al., 2001) , although, being batrachophagous, it is generally a species occupying rather wet habitats also in these dry zones (Spawls and Branch, 1997) . Documenting the ecological traits of single populations of these "habitat generalist" species in contrasted habitat types is obviously important if we are to understand the reasons and the mechanisms of their unusual abilities of adaptation to different Afrotropical habitats. Unfortunately, these comparative data are virtually lacking for any such species, although for several of them including Causus maculatus as well, there are sparse data of ecological concern (e.g., Hughes, 1978; Butler and Reid, 1990; Akani et al., 2001) . As a step towards the general issue of documenting population-speci c attributes of ecologies and life-history strategies of Causus maculatus in contrasted habitats, here we examine the population structure (body length distributions and sex ratio), food habits, and reproductive ecology (body size of reproductive females and clutch size) of a free-living population from a swamp rainforest-plantationmosaic area in southern Nigeria (west Africa), situated inside the Guinea-Congo rainforest belt.
The study area, around Eket, Akwa Ibom State (04 50 N, 07 59 E), consisted of a moist rainforest patch along the banks of the River Quo-Ibo (Kwa-Ibo). The vegetation was essentially secondary forest, characterized by ora such as Pterocarpus sp., Raphia sp., Triumphetta eriophlebia, Mitragyna stipulosa, and, on the slightly elevated spots, the trees Triplichiton scleroxylon, Khaya sp., Terminalia superba, and Mitragyna ciliata. The ground was partially inundated during the rainy season. The swamps were dominated by the tree Elaeis sp. The same study area had been used for long-term ecological research on snakes and other reptiles sympatric to Causus maculatus (e.g., Luiselli et al., 1998 Luiselli et al., , 1999 Luiselli, 2003) .
The eld study was carried out from September 1996 to January 2003 (though some data were recorded in 1994 and 1995). The methods used to survey the study area, capture snakes, and analyse their food items and reproductive characteristics, are fully detailed elsewhere (e.g., Luiselli and Angelici, 2000); here we present only a brief summary. Fieldwork was conducted under all weather conditions. Field effort was almost identical in the various micro-habitat types available in the study area, as well as in wet and dry seasons (see Luiselli et al., 2002 , for more details). We searched for snakes along standardized routes conducted along the various micro-habitats frequented by snakes at the study area. The snakes were captured by hand, often while hiding under cover objects, but additional free-ranging specimens were captured by pitfall traps with drift fences. The site of capture and the habitat at each capture site were recorded.
Captured snakes were measured for snout-vent length (SVL, to the nearest 0.1 cm), weighed with an electronic balance, and individually marked by ventral scale clipping for future identi cation. Snakes were palpated in the abdomen until regurgitation of ingested food occurred. In addition, specimens found already dead during our surveys (e.g., snakes killed by farmers, or by cars) were dissected to determine their prey. Prey items were identi ed to the lowest taxon possible.
Clutch size was determined by abdominal palpation of reproductive females. This method is very reliable with snakes, especially if of small size like Causus maculatus. Indeed, the clutch size of eight gravid females estimated by abdominal palpation was identical to that later con rmed by observations on the oviposition of the same specimens in terraria.
Statistical analyses were performed with all tests two-tailed and alpha set at 5%, by STATISTICA (version 5.0, for Windows). Yates' correction was applied to contingency-table analyses when appropriate. In the text, we present values as the mean 1 standard deviation. To avoid statistical problems due to "pseudo-replication" of the data (cf. Licht et al., 1966; Mathur and Silver, 1980; Hurlbert, 1984) , we took food, morphometric, and reproductive data only once from each snake individual, i.e. the recaptured individuals were never used again for data recording. This procedure was possible because the snakes were abundant at the study area.
A total of 53 males and 29 females (apparent sex-ratio 1.8:1, not signi cantly skewed from equality at Fisher exact test) were captured and marked at the study area. On average, males attained slightly higher SVL than females (x 381:6 116:9 mm, n 53, versus 333:6 115:9 mm, n 29/, but the intersexual difference was not statistically signi cant (one-way ANOVA: F 1;80 3:150, P 0:080/. As expected, SVL and tail length were highly correlated in both males (r 0:871, n 53, P < 0:00001 equation of the regression: tail length 2:565 0:107 SVL) and females (r 0:981, n 29, P < 0:00001 equation of the regression: tail length 2:480 0:089 SVL), and an ANCOVA of tail length with SVL as the covariate on intercepts (with slopes assumed to be homogenous)indicated that, for same body length, males had signi cantly longer tails than females (F1;79 13:37, P 0:0001/. A total of 35 prey items were removed from the snakes at the study area, 12 from females and 23 from males; all fed snakes had single prey items in the stomach. In total, 43.4% of males (n 53/ and 41.4% of females (n 29/ had eaten. Amphibians constituted the
